
Gathering 

The Grace of our lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the holy spirit 
be with you 
All   and also with you 
 
Hymn 
 
This opening prayer may be said 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 
Confession 
 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the spirit into the 
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. Let us confess our sins 
remembering before God the times when we have fallen from temptation into sin.  
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
We confess that we have sinned  
In thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
Forgive what we have been, 
Help us to amend what we are, 
And direct what we shall be; 
That we may do justly, 
Love mercy 



And walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen.  
 
May the God of love and power 
Forgive us and free us from our sins, 
Heal and strengthen us by his spirit, 
And raise us to new life in Christ in our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Hymn 
 
The Word of God 
If there are two Scripture readings, the first may be read here, or both may be read after 
the canticle. 
 
Old Testament Canticle 
 
A song of Humility 
 
All   Raise us up, O God, 
that we may live in your presence. 
1    Come, let us return to the Lord   
who has torn us and will heal us. 
2    God has stricken us  
and will bind up our wounds. 
3    After two days, he will revive us,   
and on the third day will raise us up, 
that we may live in his presence. 
4    Let us strive to know the Lord;   
his appearing is as sure as the sunrise. 
5    He will come to us like the showers,   
like the spring rains that water the earth. 
6    ‘O Ephraim, how shall I deal with you?  
How shall I deal with you, O Judah? 
7    ‘Your love for me is like the morning mist,   
like the dew that goes early away. 
8    ‘Therefore, I have hewn them by the prophets,   
and my judgement goes forth as the light. 
9    ‘For loyalty is my desire and not sacrifice,   
and the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.’ 

Hosea 6.1-6 



All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
All   Raise us up, O God, 
that we may live in your presence. 
 
Hymn 
 
Scripture Reading 
One or more readings appointed for the day are read. 
The reading(s) may be followed by a time of silence. 
 
To you, O lord, I lift up my soul; 
All   O my God, in you I trust. 
You are the God of my salvation; 
All   To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
In you I hope all the day long. 
All   O my God, in you I trust.  
Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.  
All   To you, O lord, I lift up my soul;  

O my God, in you I trust. 
From Psalm 25 

 
Gospel Canticle 
All   You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 

born of the house of your servant David. 
 

1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,   
who has come to his people and set them free. 

2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,  
born of the house of his servant David. 

3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old   
to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 
4    To show mercy to our ancestors,   

and to remember his holy covenant. 
5    This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:   

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
6    Free to worship him without fear, 

holy and righteous in his sight 



all the days of our life. 
7    And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
8    To give his people knowledge of salvation 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
9    In the tender compassion of our God 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Luke 1.68-79 

 
All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All   You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 
born of the house of your servant David. 

 
The Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



Sermon 
 
Hymn 
 
Prayers 
Intercessions are offered 
The following response may be used: 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
The Collect of the day 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All   Our Father in heaven  
        hallowed be your name  
        your kingdom come  
        your will be done  
        on earth as in heaven.  
        Give us today our daily bread.  
        Forgive us our sins  
        as we forgive those who sin against us.  
        Lead us not into temptation 
        but deliver us from evil.  
        For the kingdom the power  
        and the glory are yours  
        now and forever.  
        Amen.  
 
Hymn 
 
The Conclusion 
May God our redeemer how us compassion and love. 
All   Amen. 
Let us bless the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 


