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This edition of Churchtalk is for two weeks. 

 

This coming Sunday 26th July, there will be a service of  Spiritual Communion 

at 10:30am. Readings:  Genesis 29:15-28   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52   

 

On Sunday 2nd August, there will be a service of  Morning Prayer at 

10:30am. Readings: Genesis 32:22-31   Matthew 14:13-21  

 

The service on 2nd August will be held in CHS at 10.30, but will be a  

“St. Marys style” service. Please book to avoid disappointment as there will be 

limited numbers able to attend, due to Covid-19 Social distancing guidelines 

and  government restrictions. It will also be live-streamed on Facebook 

Please phone the office on: 01245 355989 

 or email: widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com to reserve your place. 

 

On Tuesdays, 28th July and 2nd August there will be  Services of Prayer  at 

9:15am. You can access these services on Facebook  from here. 

CHS will be open on Monday mornings from 10am to 12pm and Thursday 

afternoons from 2pm to 4 pm 

After the service at midday 
why  not meet up together on  

zoom?   

Meeting ID: 898 4954 2388 

Passcode: 544546 

As we start to return to our church 

buildings, it is important that we continue 

to follow government guidelines. We must 

continue washing our hands regularly and 

keeping our distance. We are also likely to 

continue wearing face masks. Watch this 

video below to find out more, it might 

make you smile! Planned Future Services in August 

9th August - CHS style  at CHS 

16th August - St. Marys Style  

23rd August  - CHS style with 

communion  

30th August - United MMU service 

video 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://widfordparish.com/images/An_Act_of_Spiritual_Communion_Widford_Parish.pdf
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+29%3A15-28++&version=NIV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+13%3A31-33%2C+44-52&version=NIV
https://widfordparish.com/images/Morning_Prayer_-_Ordinary_time_online_version.pdf
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32%3A22-31++&version=NIV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A13-21&version=NIV
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89849542388
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/videos/585760475417316/


Didn’t we have a lovely time the day we went to 

….Highclere Castle! We received the gift as a Christmas 

present, a trip to visit the castle, exhibition, gardens and 

cream tea. Wow! 

But the best news of all was that Highclere castle is the 

home of Downton Abbey. A television series that Roger and I enjoyed immensely. As you 

watch the series you get to know the characters, and want to know more about their lives 

and what is happening. In fact, we long for another series, just to keep the contact with the 

people we know. Today was fun, looking at their living quarters, the beautiful staircase, and 

details like the four poster bed! We enjoyed the beautiful gardens, and of course a delightful 

cream tea. We also learnt that the real house is owned and lived in by Earl and Lady 

Carnarvon and their family. We saw images of their life too – the real life lived through 

weddings, babies, the use of their home as a hospital in the war and the discovery of 

Tutankhamun.   

It was a day of intrigue. Mixing reality and fiction – it was the story 

of Downton Abbey that drew us in – but there was so much more 

to learn once we arrived. What draws you into the gospel story – 

we hold the most amazing story, a story of the life of Jesus, his 

followers, the threats, persecution. The healings, miracles, and incredible adventures that 

Jesus experienced everyday. 

The best thing in life is when you discover Jesus for yourself. When you accept him into your 

heart and life, and your story begins to weave directly into the life of Jesus, who came freely 

to save you and me.   Life changes, and as you learn more about Jesus, you find that you 

want to know more, in order to shape your life to his life. The more time you spend together, 

the more you will grow. It does us good to get out and do something different – and then we 

come back home, recharged, ready to fly the flag for Jesus  - fiction brings us the escape – 

the reality of Jesus is brings us down to earth, and helps us to live everyday with hope and 

love in our hearts. Get to know the story! Join your story to His-story. Stephanie x 

Collect for 26th July 

Generous God, 

You give us gifts and make them 
grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard 
seed, 

Make it grow to your glory and the 
flourishing of your Kingdom; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Collect for 2nd August  

Lord God,  

Your Son left the riches in heaven and 
became poor for our sake: 

when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from des-
pair,  

that we may trust in you alone; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Summing Up 

 

If I were bold and inventive 
There’d be so much more I could do 
Maybe a sponsored stair-climb 
Might fetch a donation or two? 
 
Run a virtual marathon 

In the back garden, where it’s flat? 
Design a rainbow T-shirt or 
Perhaps a Union Jack hat? 
                                                                  
Haven’t been making face masks, sewn  

Personalised PPE scrubs, 

Made a loaf with bananas or  

grown vegetables in tubs. 
 
Raised no funds for the NHS, 
Not done anything truly worthwhile, 
But hope these verses, week by week, 
Have sometimes raised a small smile!! 
 
Thank you and God Bless  

THE END 

Shirley Deering 

(Editor’s note - Thank you Shirley from all 
of us who have thoroughly enjoyed your 
writings) 

At the PCC meeting on 20th July 

is was agreed that we would 

send £100 from the Church’s 

Emergency Fund towards the 

DEC appeal via Christian Aid to 

help in the relief effort following 

the effects of the Covid-19 

pandemic around the world.  If 

you want to send your own 

donation click here, or                

call  0207 523 2493 

Just a reminder of the Prayerline text number - Text 07368 136770 to sign up 
or request prayers for something. You will then receive all the prayers that 

are posted to that number, and be able to pray along with all the others who 
also receive them. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal
tel:02075232493


Let’s give thanks for the return of 
some sort of normality, the “new 
normal” that we are all having to get 
used to. 

Let’s pray and support those we 
know who are feeling unsure about 
getting out and used to this new 
normal, that they would find peace. 

Let us pray for those known to us 
you are sick and caring for them 
especially; 

Beryl Clark, Don Seager, and Joan 
and Michael Barker.  

Let’s continue to pray for the families 
of David Oxford, Joyce Dines, and 
Andy Archer’s families as they  

grieve.  

 

Please pray for all those involved in 
the Holiday Bible Club that starts on 
27th July, spanning 5 weeks. For the 
leaders, and those busy in the 
background getting organised, those 
that will “attend” and their parents. 
Pray that it will go as well as can be 
hoped for. Pray that we might all 
become more in awe of God as a 
result, and yet get to know the God 
that we know loves us all so much. 

 

Thinking of our Parish, let us  
remember, on 26th, those living in 
Nabbott Road and Parkinson Drive. 
On 2nd those living Ashtree 
Crescent and Ashtree Close. 

Do look in the Church Directory and 

use it to guide your prayers. 

PARISH INFORMATION:- 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephanie Gillingham   

01245 477 818 

stephaniegillingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Day off Thursdays. 

Curate. Rev’d Andy Brown 

Revd-brown@outlook.com 

07817 553 453 

Day off Fridays. 

Youth Worker: Miss Jess Wiseman 

Jess.wiseman@hotmail.co.uk 

0738 504 117 

Churchwardens:- 

Miss. Tammy Squirrell 

Mrs Barbara Jones 

Mrs. Sylvia Skardon 

The Parish Office:- 

Forest Drive, CM1 2TS 

Currently Closed 
t:   01245 355 989 

email:   widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com 

web: www.widfordparish.com  

Facebook: widfordparishchelmsford 

1 Peter 3:12 - "For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous  

and his ears are attentive to their prayer. 

Jeremiah 29:12-13; "Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,  

and I will listen to you.  

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart."  

As the collection plate is missing from 

our lives, please consider giving via 

one of these ways:                        

Thank you. 

Want to watch or listen again to the 

services? Follow these links: 

 

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCfu8G9NTIH4WAIcHC7PIUvg/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CUkurCl9mTH0TZOkaDBudbI8SsKee7q9?usp=sharing
https://www.kindlink.com/fundraising/THE-PAROCHIAL-CHURCH-COUNCIL-OF-WIDFORD-ESSEX/support
tel:01245477818
mailto:stephaniegillingham@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Revd-brown@outlook.com
tel:07817553453
mailto:Jess.wiseman@hotmail.co.uk
tel:0738504117
tel:01245355989
mailto:widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com
http://www.widfordparish.com
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/

