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Collect for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Risen, ascended Lord, As we rejoice at your triumph, Fill your church on 
earth with power and compassion, That all who are estranged by sin, May 
find forgiveness and know your peace, To the glory of God the Father, 
Amen 

Join us for our services as we meet  via Facebook  

Ascension Day Service on Thursday 21st May at 7:30pm. 

This  coming Sunday 24th May there will be a service of  

  Morning Prayer at 10:30am 

And we will be looking at the OT character of David   

  Reading: 1 Samuel 24  

There will also be Service of Prayer at 9:15am on Tuesday 

Morning. 

You can access these from here.  

After the service at 12 midday there is a chance to  

meet up together on Zoom.   Follow this  link  

 

Many Churches throughout the UK have come 
together to sing a blessing over the UK. Click on 

the image to the right  to view this: 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford
https://widfordparish.com/service-booklets
https://widfordparish.com/images/Morning_Prayer_on_Sunday_Easter.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+24&version=NIV
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85745624490
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U&fbclid=IwAR3GUeDMWFMHpxz-yCs1ICaBcrZ0Zfxm2witKbcAf8TjxxfedWWzywrGC9M


I was recently reading the ‘Prayer book of the Bible’ by the famous German 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. His story is an intriguing one. He was a 
pastor and theological lecturer before the second world war, and like some 
of his contemporaries and friends (among them the very notable Karl Barth), 
stood up against the tyrannical oppression that was occurring in Germany at 
the time. Sadly, this gained the attention of the gestapo, who initially forbade 
him from meeting with his church and speaking in public. Undeterred, he 
would do his best to carry on resulting in him being placed into the 
concentration camps for his efforts, where he would spend his last days. 
There he would endure hardships that we could not comprehend, but also, 
he seemed to become more and more influential from within the boundaries 
of prison; his faith seemed stronger than ever. In fact, many argue that his 
best works were written after he was forbidden from meeting with the rest 
of his church. This begs the question – what was the source of his strength in 
this time? The super spiritual amongst you will obviously say Jesus! But I 
think the answer lies in the depth and breadth of his faith in Christ. He 
understood that being a Christian meant a deep joy in his heart, but not 
always happiness – the latter is a fleeting feeling that one could spend their 
whole life chasing never to obtain. He understood that in life, we will face 
trials and times of struggle, and this was not a sign that God was absent, but 
that he was with us, and furthermore, we had an opportunity to 
demonstrate his love to the world around us. 

Why do I think this is the case? Because of a quote in the book I mentioned 
at the start. He knew that in the Psalms, the Church had an ‘incomparable 
treasure’ and should this book ever leave our worship or our way of life, we 
would lose its riches. This is vital to take in, because the Psalms – the prayer 
book, or the hymn book of Israel – are full of people struggling with their 
present trials but rejoicing in the knowledge that God is with them and is 
their source of hope.  

Life is far from normal at the moment. We may be feeling the isolation of our 
own walls (I certainly am!), but in this time we have the deep joy of knowing 
that our Lord Jesus is with us. We know that actually, it’s OK to not be OK at 
the minute – things are tough. But we, like the psalmists, and also like 
Bonhoeffer, know that the real treasure is the knowledge of the hope that 
God brings in our times of distress. That we can come face to face with our 
father in heaven daily and know his embrace on us in the toughest of times.  

Andy 

 Fancy a new shopping bag?  The Mary Wood Trust is raising 

money to purchase 5 reconditioned sewing machines for the 

girls at Nyakabungo Girls Secondary School,  in SW Uganda.  

If you are interested follow this link, or contact Peter. Thanks. 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryWoodTrust/?view_public_for=219733151392094


Week 8  and counting!! 

 
So  what’s the next move, people? 
Things don’t look too bright, 
Lockdown and social distance 
Have no clear end in sight. 
 
Dig out the old air raid shelter? 
Open a tin of Spam? 
After victory in Europe 
We’re stuck in a jam.. 
 
Should we find the old gas mask? No! 
Let’s have the blitz spirit, 
Keeping our fellowship firm, with 
Each one of us in it. 
 
Our churches  are deserted but 
We don’t desert the Lord, 
Thanks to the faithful team’s hard 
work, 
In bringing us his Word. 

Shirley Deering 

A Thank you… 

Jean and Chris Wright would like to 

thank everyone for their kind 

thoughts, prayers and messages, and 

for the copy of Churchtalk which 

comes through the post each week. 

The medics in Colchester are 

responsive in crises and seeking 

solutions to on-going problems. 

Chris and Jean are praying for all of 

us in Widford, and the whole 

situation, worldwide. They are 

looking forward to the time when we 

can all get together again. 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement with Christians around the world 

praying from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus Christ.                         

This year Churches Together in Essex & East London (CTEEL) is grateful to 

Chelmsford Cathedral for supporting Christians in the region to participate in the 

Thy Kingdom Come cycle of prayer so we can join together from Thursday 21
st
 May 

until Sunday 31
st
 May 2020 to pray Thy Kingdom Come. Everyone from every 

denomination is invited to participate – individuals, families and churches.                                                    

Each day there will be morning prayer, a lunchtime reflection from different clergy 

and then evening prayer based on the theme and resources produced by Thy 

Kingdom Come live streamed from Cathedral’s Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral/ and their YouTube channel https://

www.youtube.com/results?search_query=chelmsford+cathedral                                                                                  

7:45 am Morning Prayer    12 noon Short reflections in a range of different styles 

from different church leaders    5:15 pm Evening                                                        

There will also be a simple Communion and Reflection On Ascension Day, 21
st
, at 12 

noon   and Pentecost Sunday, 31
st
,  at 10:30 am.  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral/
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=chelmsford+cathedral
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=chelmsford+cathedral


FOR PARISH INFORMATION Please see 

previous editions. 

If anyone is unable to access the  

internet to access the service, and 

would like a CD with the audios of 

the services on, please  give Jess a call 

01245 268068.  

Struggle with Technology???  You 

are not the only one!! Many of us do!  You may be wanting or trying to take 

part in the services on Facebook or Zoom, but getting frustrated!! If that is 

you then please do get in touch as there is help available.  Please contact 

Stephanie, Andy or Peter. If they can’t help they will try to 

find someone who can! iPads, PCs, Laptops, Mobile phones, 

Tablets, Home phone, YouTube   etc…..                          HELP IS 

Let’s pray for all those affected by the 

current Coronavirus pandemic, whether 

in hospital unwell, missing their relatives 

who are in hospital,  those who have 

lost loved ones, and those on the 

frontline. 

Let us especially remember today,  the 

24th,  those living in, St. Catherines and 

St. Peters Roads Do look in the Church 

Directory and use it to guide your 

prayers. 

Please remember Jean Wright, and 

Beryl Clark who are not well at the 

moment. 

Are you needing a chat?  Why not give 

someone in the Church Directory a call 

and see how they are getting on? It can 

be very lonely at this time. They might 

value a chance to share their concerns, 

as might you! 

                                  Whatever our                                  

                                                                                               political                                                   

                                                                                              persuasion, we are   

                                                                                             all reminded and 

challenged in these days by isolation, 

social distancing and the guidelines 

and advice that we are given on a 

weekly if not daily basis. How are we 

coping? Are we managing that 2 

metres? It is tough - we all know that 

it is tough, but our Lord is greater 

than all these things, and he can give 

us strength in our toughest and 

darkest hours. Alleluia! 

 

Something to share? Well send it to 

wifordchurchtalk@gmail.com and we 

might just print it! 

Help identify the 

next Bishop of 

Chelmsford- consul-

tation now open un-

til 4 July  

We have been  invit-

ed to share our own 

views about our diocese and our next 

Bishop- you can take part in the con-

mailto:wifordchurchtalk@gmail.com
https://chelmsdio.typeform.com/to/LMxWdl

